
  

“CONSCIOUS AND INTENTIONAL MINISTRY:  
 DOING WHO I AM WITH UNDERSTANDING” 

                  Of Issachar, those who had understanding of the times, to  

          know what Israel ought to do…    1 Chronicles 12:32 
 

Preaching, Teaching and Reaching for 
     Transformation and Liberation 

 

ELECTION FOR WISCONSIN SUPREME COURT   
 

WHAT IS AT STAKE?   

 Two key issues at stake are Gerrymandered Political Maps and Voting Rights Issues 

 
WHO ARE THE CHOICES: 

 Janet Claire Protasiewicz – Endorsed by former Lt. Governor Mandela Barnes 

 Daniel Kelly – Supported by Senator Ron Johnson in 2010 

     – Supported fake electors scheme and advised Republicans on plans to overturn the  
        2020 election 

 
THE WINNER WILL DETERMINE THE MAJORITY ON THE COURT.  
WHY IS THE MAJORITY OF THE COURT IMPORTANT? 

 The State Supreme Court is currently 4 – 3 with a Conservative majority 

 A Conservative will come off of the State Supreme Court which will make the Court 3 – 3  

 The winner of this race will determine the majority of the court 

 Under the current 4 – 3 Conservative majority: 
 The Court approved the Redistricting plan drawn by Republican lawmakers. The new  

maps tilt heavily in Republicans’ favor 

 The Court ruled that absentee ballot drop boxes are illegal 

 The court upheld Joe Biden's Wisconsin win in the 2020 election only because one of the 
Conservative judges voted with the Liberals 

 

 
 

What is the voter registration deadline? 
 April 4, 2023 from 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m  - Register to Vote at Your Polling Place 

What is the absentee/mail-in ballot request deadline? 
 In-person: April 2, 2023 
 By mail: Received by March 30, 2023 
 Online: March 30, 2023 

What is the absentee/mail-in ballot return deadline? 
 In-person: April 4, 2023 
 By mail: Received by April 4, 2023 

Wisconsin requires voters to present photo identification while voting 
 
Polls open on Election Day – 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

For More Voter Information:  https://myvote.wi.gov 
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Referendum Questions on the April 4 Ballot: 

What Do They Really Mean? 

By: Dr. Peter Bakken, Justice and Witness Coordinator 
 

Is this not the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the 
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?...Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your 

healing shall spring up quickly…. – Isaiah 58:6-8a 
 
The blizzard of campaign advertising and political news that piles up around every election – including the election on April 4 – 
can bury a fundamental truth: Democracy is how we work with other members of our community to solve problems and pursue 
common goals. This process ought to be fair and inclusive, with everyone having a voice in the decisions that affect them, and 
those decisions promoting the well-being of everyone in the community. But too often the way we “do democracy” marginalizes 
some of our neighbors, demeaning them, disregarding their interests, and making their lives more difficult – especially when 
they have low incomes or are persons of color. 
 
The statewide advisory referendum questions on the April 4 ballot are a case in point. With so much attention focused on the 
Wisconsin Supreme Court race, we need to take a closer look at these questions before casting our ballots. 
 
Two questions are about cash bail and pretrial detention. If passed, they would amend the Wisconsin state constitution to 

allow courts to (1) impose on someone who has been accused of a crime, but not convicted, conditions that are designed to 
protect the community from “serious harm,” and (2) require cash bail for someone accused of a violent crime based on “the 
totality of circumstances,” including previous convictions and the need to protect members of the community from “serious 
harm.” (Currently, the constitution only allows cash bail to assure that the accused will appear in court.) 
 
So what’s the problem? If the first passes, “serious bodily harm” (as the constitution reads now) would become “serious harm as 
defined by the legislature by law.” A bill (SB75/AB54) has been introduced that would define “serious harm” to include mental 
anguish, emotional harm, property damage, and economic loss. But voters couldn’t know this from reading the question. There 
could be legal challenges to the amendments based on the misleading wording. 
 
The second proposed amendment is supposed to protect the community. But accused persons with means could more 

easily buy their freedom than those who are poor. Both changes would give courts more reasons to detain persons awaiting 
trial, and would likely lead to more persons being held in overcrowded jails without being convicted of a crime. 
 
Given the extreme racial disparities in Wisconsin’s legal system, the consequences of these amendments – loss of freedom, 
loss of income, increased likelihood of re-offending -- will fall disproportionately on people of color, as well as on those in 
poverty. 
 
The third referendum question asks, “Shall able-bodied, childless adults be required to look for work in order to receive 

taxpayer-funded welfare benefits?” Although this question is only “advisory,” it, like the others, undermines the inclusive 
community that is essential to real democracy. Simply by being on the ballot, it creates misunderstandings and reinforces 
stereotypes that stand in the way of making our communities places where everyone can thrive with dignity. 
 
The question itself is misleading in many ways. The term “welfare” seems to be used here to refer to a public benefit program 
intended to help people in poverty, such as Wisconsin Works (W-2), FoodShare or Medicaid. However, W-2 and FoodShare 
already have work requirements, and the federal government currently bars work requirements for Medicaid. The question not 
only fails to tell the voter which programs are meant, but misleads by lumping them all together and implying that there are 
currently no work requirements for any. 
 
If the referendum is meant to “advise” the legislature on what laws to enact, the question leaves too many questions up in 

the air for voters to make an informed decision. What is the definition of “able- bodied”? Or of “childless”? What would it mean to 
“look for work” and what assistance would be provided? What would be the penalties for failure? There are many ways to help 
more people to find jobs that can lift them out of poverty, but passing this referendum is not one of them. 
 
More insidiously, the term “welfare” evokes negative stereotypes of people – especially Black persons -- in poverty who 
supposedly are unwilling to work. “Taxpayer-funded” suggests resentment at having to support government antipoverty 
programs for those who are believed to fit the stereotype. (And it ignores the many publicly-funded benefits for wealthier 
taxpayers.) Absent is any understanding of the real lives of people in poverty and the challenges they face. Nor is there any 
sense that we all belong to an interdependent community, and we can only flourish to the extent each of our neighbors can 
flourish. 
 
The opportunity to vote is a chance to use our voices to express our values as Christians and as citizens. On April 4, let us 
speak with love for all our neighbors, without exception. 
 
There may be other county or municipal or referendum questions on your ballot, as well as choices for 
local public office – be sure to check https://myvote.wi.gov 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00125mCwKKfmQxIforxhd3M_SqSf_ZRlGTkSDYf3OCRK2YHlHB9b3RrS1ROAgcYoo8Sxggmn2p1otmnky3ajyhNZ3GiFI1Ac-vdkp4TY4BFISGdeaYdNC3tyzQEpUFZ9PEwlJbjjVPu2bgg7TBmv3cqtDQWqytRcOtCZH6fth0rKmI=&c=Ce3H2bNFxG7xQE3Wqjzs4d1K9DJXHjqbtMbF5fKMK5Vh4QiCEdAxpQ==&ch=b0gzKMKAK3GnwCH2pOC-3xUlGVI99MPMjsMQC1dvxM1ERnqPVkTHyA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00125mCwKKfmQxIforxhd3M_SqSf_ZRlGTkSDYf3OCRK2YHlHB9b3RrS1ROAgcYoo8SKWnc8WIcCqpaTU3Sf9Htmns7SC734t921qzWJ-9Q4z_TJdAybr_Eef8o8628PGjeULSfHebY42dZvSFDSfX-5lK4F2cZgLx_-yOxn-ujAnFEhHoMDQWZlA==&c=Ce3H2bNFxG7xQE3Wqjzs4d1K9DJXHjqbtMbF5fKMK5Vh4QiCEdAxpQ==&ch=b0gzKMKAK3GnwCH2pOC-3xUlGVI99MPMjsMQC1dvxM1ERnqPVkTHyA==


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 Educational 
Enrichment 

Technology Literacy Athletics & 
Recreation 

Performing Arts  Facility Innovation 

$500 
 
 
 

 15 Subject books 
for elementary 
(math, literature, 
history, etc.) 

 1 iPad  10 basketballs  10 art sets for 
aspiring artists 

 External security 
lighting to keep the 
street well-lit and 
safe 

$1,000 
 
 
 

 100 Summer 
Bridge books to 
help students 
retain learning 
during breaks 

 100 “learn how to 
code” kits for 
elementary 
students 

 10 tennis rackets  4 beginner 
saxophones or 8 
beginner violins 

 Camera security 
system to keep 
everyone safe 

$2,500 
 
 
 

 9 students can be 
challenged to excel 
using interactive 
problem-solving 
programs 

 1 computer for 
graphic design and 
website creation 

 12 sets of golf 
clubs for children 

 10 Play Scripts 
with performance/ 
licensing fee and 
cast instructions 

 Wireless PA 
system to easily 
communicate at 
the school 

$5,000 
 
 
 

 1 smartboard to 
help teachers 
engage students in 
learning 

 1 STEM lab cart of 
materials for a 
classroom with 
multiple activities 

 3-day Speed and 
Agility workshop 
for 15 young 
aspiring track stars 

 100 pairs of tap 
shoes for aspiring 
dancers 

 Battery operated 
floor scrubber to 
keep the building 
looking its best 

$10,000 
 
 
 
 

 1 trip for 15 
students to visit 1 
HBCU 

 100 Robotic kits to 
reinforce studies in 
STEAM subjects 

 Open gym for 20 
young people 1 X 
a week throughout 
the winter in a safe 
place 

 200 tickets to see 
Alvin Ailey Dance 
Company  

 LED light fixtures 
throughout the 
school to promote 
learning and 
natural light 



 

WORK FOR THE WEEK 

 

 

   

 

APRIL MEMORY VERSE 

6 Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 

Acts 9:6  (NLT)
 

 

APRIL MEDITATION QUOTE 

"You don’t make progress by standing on the sidelines, whimpering and complaining. You  
make progress by implementing ideas.” 

Shirley Chisolm 

  


