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EXCERPT FROM DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING’S SERMON TITLED, 

BEYOND VIETNAM: A TIME TO BREAK SILENCE 

April 4, 1967 at Riverside Church in New York City  

  

This call for a world-wide fellowship that lifts neighborly concern beyond one's tribe, race, class and nation is in reality a 

call for an all-embracing and unconditional love for all men. This oft misunderstood and misinterpreted concept -- so 

readily dismissed by the Nietzsches of the world as a weak and cowardly force -- has now become an absolute necessity 

for the survival of man. When I speak of love I am not speaking of some sentimental and weak response. I am speaking of 

that force which all of the great religions have seen as the supreme unifying principle of life. Love is somehow the key 

that unlocks the door which leads to ultimate reality. This Hindu-Moslem-Christian-Jewish-Buddhist belief about ultimate 

reality is beautifully summed up in the first epistle of Saint John: Let us love one another; for love is God and everyone 

that loveth is born of God and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. If we love one another 

God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.  

 

We are now faced with the fact that tomorrow is today. We are confronted with the fierce urgency of now. In this 

unfolding conundrum of life and history there is such a thing as being too late. Procrastination is still the thief of time. 

Life often leaves us standing bare, naked and dejected with a lost opportunity. The "tide in the affairs of men" does not 

remain at the flood; it ebbs. We may cry out desperately for time to pause in her passage, but time is deaf to every plea 

and rushes on. Over the bleached bones and jumbled residue of numerous civilizations are written the pathetic words: 

"Too late." There is an invisible book of life that faithfully records our vigilance or our neglect. "The moving finger 

writes, and having writ moves on..." We still have a choice today; nonviolent coexistence or violent co-annihilation.  

 

We must move past indecision to action. We must find new ways to speak for peace in Vietnam and justice throughout the 

developing world -- a world that borders on our doors. If we do not act we shall surely be dragged down the long dark and 

shameful corridors of time reserved for those who possess power without compassion, might without morality, and 

strength without sight.  

 

Now let us begin. Now let us rededicate ourselves to the long and bitter -- but beautiful -- struggle for a new world. This is 

the calling of the sons of God, and our brothers wait eagerly for our response. Shall we say the odds are too great? Shall 

we tell them the struggle is too hard? Will our message be that the forces of American life militate against their arrival as 

full men, and we send our deepest regrets? Or will there be another message, of longing, of hope, of solidarity with their 

yearnings, of commitment to their cause, whatever the cost? The choice is ours, and though we might prefer it otherwise 

we must choose in this crucial moment of human history.  

 

 

 

 

 



EXCERPT FROM DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING’S SERMON TITLED,  

I'VE BEEN TO THE MOUNTAINTOP     

April 3, 1968 at Mason Temple COGIC in Memphis, TN 

 

And I'm always happy to see a relevant ministry. It's all right to talk about "long white robes over yonder," in all of its 

symbolism. But ultimately people want some suits and dresses and shoes to wear down here! It's all right to talk about 

"streets flowing with milk and honey," but God has commanded us to be concerned about the slums down here, and his 

children who can't eat three square meals a day. It's all right to talk about the new Jerusalem, but one day, God's preacher 

must talk about the new New York, the new Atlanta, the new Philadelphia, the new Los Angeles, the new Memphis, 

Tennessee. This is what we have to do… 

  

Now, let me say as I move to my conclusion that we've got to give ourselves to this struggle until the end. Nothing would 

be more tragic than to stop at this point in Memphis. We've got to see it through. And when we have our march, you need 

to be there. If it means leaving work, if it means leaving school -- be there. Be concerned about your brother. You may not 

be on strike. But either we go up together, or we go down together... 

  

Let us develop a kind of dangerous unselfishness. One day a man came to Jesus, and he wanted to raise some questions 

about some vital matters of life. At points he wanted to trick Jesus, and show him that he knew a little more than Jesus 

knew and throw him off base. Now that question could have easily ended up in a philosophical and theological debate. 

But Jesus immediately pulled that question from mid-air, and placed it on a dangerous curve between Jerusalem and 

Jericho. And he talked about a certain man, who fell among thieves. You remember that a Levite and a priest passed by on 

the other side. They didn't stop to help him. And finally a man of another race came by. He got down from his beast, 

decided not to be compassionate by proxy. But he got down with him, administered first aid, and helped the man in need. 

Jesus ended up saying, this was the good man, this was the great man, because he had the capacity to project the "I" into 

the "thou," and to be concerned about his brother… 

  

And so the first question that the priest asked -- the first question that the Levite asked was, “If I stop to help this man, 

what will happen to me?” But then the Good Samaritan came by. And he reversed the question: “If I do not stop to help 

this man, what will happen to him?” 

  

That’s the question before you tonight. Not, “If I stop to help the sanitation workers, what will happen to my job.” Not, “If 

I stop to help the sanitation workers what will happen to all of the hours that I usually spend in my office every day and 

every week as a pastor?” The question is not, “If I stop to help this man in need, what will happen to me?” The question 

is, “If I do not stop to help the sanitation workers, what will happen to them?” That’s the question… 

  

Let us rise up tonight with a greater readiness. Let us stand with a greater determination. And let us move on in these 

powerful days, these days of challenge to make America what it ought to be.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JANUARY MEMORY VERSE 

40 Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you 
did it to Me  Matthew 25:40 

 

JANUARY MEDITATION QUOTE 

“When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is gone, when the kings and 
princes are home, when the shepherds are back with their flocks, the work of Christmas begins: 
to find the lost, to heal the broken, to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, to rebuild the 
nations, to bring peace among the people, to make music in the heart.”    Dr. Howard Thurman   
 

 

 

FOR THE YOUTH 

 What gifts do you have and how can they be used to assist someone else?    

               

               

               

               

 

TODAY’S STUDY QUESTIONS AND MEDITATION:  

 When was the last time I sacrificed myself to be responsible for and to someone else?   

               

What gifts do I have and how am I using them to be responsible for and to someone else?  

              

 
WORK FOR THE WEEK 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


