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EXCERPTS FROM DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING’S SERMON TITLED,  

I'VE BEEN TO THE MOUNTAINTOP     

April 3, 1968 at Mason Temple COGIC in Memphis, TN 

 

And I'm always happy to see a relevant ministry. It's all right to talk about "long white robes over yonder," in all of its 

symbolism. But ultimately people want some suits and dresses and shoes to wear down here! It's all right to talk about 

"streets flowing with milk and honey," but God has commanded us to be concerned about the slums down here, and his 

children who can't eat three square meals a day. It's all right to talk about the new Jerusalem, but one day, God's preacher 

must talk about the new New York, the new Atlanta, the new Philadelphia, the new Los Angeles, the new Memphis, 

Tennessee. This is what we have to do… 

  

Now, let me say as I move to my conclusion that we've got to give ourselves to this struggle until the end. Nothing would 

be more tragic than to stop at this point in Memphis. We've got to see it through. And when we have our march, you need 

to be there. If it means leaving work, if it means leaving school -- be there. Be concerned about your brother. You may not 

be on strike. But either we go up together, or we go down together... 

  

Let us develop a kind of dangerous unselfishness. One day a man came to Jesus, and he wanted to raise some questions 

about some vital matters of life. At points he wanted to trick Jesus, and show him that he knew a little more than Jesus 

knew and throw him off base. Now that question could have easily ended up in a philosophical and theological debate. 

But Jesus immediately pulled that question from mid-air, and placed it on a dangerous curve between Jerusalem and 

Jericho. And he talked about a certain man, who fell among thieves. You remember that a Levite and a priest passed by on 

the other side. They didn't stop to help him. And finally a man of another race came by. He got down from his beast, 

decided not to be compassionate by proxy. But he got down with him, administered first aid, and helped the man in need. 

Jesus ended up saying, this was the good man, this was the great man, because he had the capacity to project the "I" into 

the "thou," and to be concerned about his brother… 

  

And so the first question that the priest asked -- the first question that the Levite asked was, “If I stop to help this man, 

what will happen to me?” But then the Good Samaritan came by. And he reversed the question: “If I do not stop to help 

this man, what will happen to him?” 

  

That’s the question before you tonight. Not, “If I stop to help the sanitation workers, what will happen to my job.” Not, “If 

I stop to help the sanitation workers what will happen to all of the hours that I usually spend in my office every day and 

every week as a pastor?” The question is not, “If I stop to help this man in need, what will happen to me?” The question 

is, “If I do not stop to help the sanitation workers, what will happen to them?” That’s the question… 

  

Let us rise up tonight with a greater readiness. Let us stand with a greater determination. And let us move on in these 

powerful days, these days of challenge to make America what it ought to be.  



JANUARY MEMORY VERSE 

8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “Whom shall I send, And who will go for Us?” Then I 
said, “Here am I! Send me.”   Isaiah 6:8  
 

JANUARY MEDITATION QUOTE 

“One spoke to me one day and said, 'Now Dr. King, don't you think you're going to have to 
agree more with the Administration's policy. I understand that your position on Vietnam has hurt 
the budget of your organization. And many people who respected you in civil rights have lost 
that respect and don't you think that you're going to have to agree more with the Administration's 
policy to regain this.' And I had to answer by looking that person into the eye, and say 'I'm sorry 
sir but you don't know me. I'm not a consensus leader.' I do not determine what is right and 
wrong by looking at the budget of my organization or by taking a Gallup poll of the majority 
opinion. Ultimately a genuine leader is not a searcher for consensus but a molder of consensus.  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

FOR THE YOUTH 

 Talk to your parents about what it means for you to be called, equipped and sent by Jesus 

                 

 Since you are sent by Jesus, you cannot act like them…       

               

               

 

TODAY’S STUDY QUESTIONS AND MEDITATION:  

 Do I believe that I am called, equipped and sent by Jesus?         

               

Please resolve for yourself what it means to be “wise as a snake and harmless as a dove”  

             

  

 
WORK FOR THE WEEK 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


