THE PASTOR’S PEN &5 October 4, 2020

PRAYER

[1 Sis. Freddie Robinson [1 Sis. Freddie Delaney’s grandson, Rashad, Passed

"1 Sis. Nina Hooker’s brother, Henry "1 Sis. Dorinda Boston passed. She was the cousin of Sis.

[1 Bro. John Kincaid’s mother passed Marquala Ellison

[ Bro. Berry’s nephew, Marshall Augestine Bro. John Lewis’ niece and nephew, Laurie and Marvin Kerr
[1 Brother Lamar Kirk [1 Sis. Hale and Mother Loper’s brother-in-law, Frederick

[1 The Bible Study Prayer List Kinlow passed

[1 Dr. Trinette McCray Sis. Ebone Jackson

[ Brother John Reid’s sister Michele Kemp’s step sister, and Darlene Stinson’s niece,

"1 McCoy family Tamika Galloway passed

[ Jacob Blake and family Sisters Pat, Debra Wilson, Gwen Jackson, Deacon Cocroft’s
[1 Sister Nather Roby nephew passed

"1 Brother Flenorl and family Families affected by the Hurricanes, storms, flood, and the

[ Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church Family fires out west

\

| Healthcare Workers / First Responders / Essential Workers / Those infected and affected by the Coronavirus

GOD DOES NOT TAKE VACATION

In the light of everything that is going on in our country: The global pandemic; a much needed, renewed focus on justice,
racism and policing; increasing unemployment; inadequate access to education; the chipping away of demaocratic norms; a
diminishing of commonly accepted morals and values; voter disenfranchisement and voter suppression; a rise in white
supremacist groups and “escalating violence associated with those groups, and these are only the more visible ones, some
are questioning, “Where is God?”

Those that ask this question, do so from the position that God is not there. The questions continue, “Perhaps God does not
care.” Maybe God does not see what is going on.” “Perhaps God does not care.” These questions are similar to the taunts
that Elijah used on the prophets of Baal when Baal did not answer them in 1 Kings 18:27, 27 At noon Elijah began to
taunt them. “Shout louder!” he said. “Surely he is a god! Perhaps he is deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he
is sleeping and must be awakened.” (NIV)

Unlike Baal, our God is not distracted by deep thought, overwhelmed with busyness, away on vacation nor taking a nap.
The Psalmist shared in Psalm 46:1, “* God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble.” God is always there
- 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. There is never a time when God is not present with us. | may not see
God, I may not hear God and | may not feel God, however, | KNOW that God is present. How do | KNOW that God is
present? | KNOW that God is present because God promised me that He would never leave me nor forsake me,

>...for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” ® So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my
helper; 1 will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?” Hebrews 13:5, 6 (NRSV)

That is why we do not sing the song, “He May Not Come When You Want Him, But He’s Right On Time.” Those lyrics
suggest that God is somewhere else, doing something else when | need Him, then comes running to me at the last minute.
If others find comfort in that, so be it. My comfort, however, is in my God who is a very present help —who is always
there with me through whatever 1 am going. This | know:

e 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, God’s Spirit is within me

e 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, God loves me
e 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, God cares for me

e 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, God gives me His grace



e 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, God gives me His mercy

e 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, God grants me His favor

e 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, God forgives me

e 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, God gives me air to breathe
e 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, God is faithful

e 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, even when | am not, God is faithful

Test Up MKE

Test Up MKE is a new website launched to provide the latest COVID-19
information and testing access. This site provides easy access to information on the
effects of the pandemic on groups disproportionately impacted by COVID-19 such /
as essential workers, immigrants and BIPOC communities. The website is available W

in English, Spanish, Hmong, Arabic and Burmese. It also has an accessibility feature -
for those with hearing, visual and other special needs. testupmke com

ABSENTEE VOTING

ABSENTEE VOTING: https://myvote.wi.gov/en-US/VoteAbsentee
e WHERE TO APPLY FOR ABSENTEE: Online
e DEADLINE TO REQUEST APPLICATION: Oct. 29, 5 p.m.
o EARLY INPERSON VOTING DATE: Oct. 20 Received
e MAIL BALLOT DEADLINE: Nov. 3, 8 p.m

BIBLE STUDY

o Facilitated by Pastor Childs --- Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. and Thursday at 1:00 p.m.
e Facilitated by Sis. Davis (for women) --- Monday at 6:00 p.m.

o Facilitated by Deacon Cocroft --- Tuesday at Noon

CALL-ON PRAYER

o Mondays at 5:45-6:00 p.m. /// Wednesdays at 5:45-6:00 p.m. and /// Saturdays at 10:15-10:30 a.m.

CHURCH SCHOOL

e Please check the website for the Church School Class Schedule

BE SAFE, BE SMART, BE SERIOUS

I remain prayerful for your safety and security and remain available to you to listen and share regarding your needs and
concerns. Please call me, text me (414-852-4010) and/or email me pilgrimrestpastorchilds@gmail.com so we can talk out
and talk through anything and everything that you may be going through or need assistance

We love you, Pastor Martin and Sister Thresessa Childs



